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What is the session about? This month we will be exploring the Ekklesia. 

Why is it important? Citizen’s need to understand our purpose in this age? 

What are the learning outcomes? What is the ekklesia? Why it’s different from the 

Church? How we should function? 

What level of response (spectating, participation, collaboration, strategic) is 

required?  Spectating and some participation. 

What if I have questions? If you have any questions please log them in the public 

chat. There will be time for a Q&A at the end of the session. 

 

Session outline 
 
 



https://www.youtube.com/restorecitizenship 



God the nation builder 

A timeline of how God “Calls Out” people  
to colabour with him in his nation building programme. 
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A nation building perspective changes the way  
we see ourselves within the world. 



Where do we go?  
How do we meet?  
What do we do? 

Denominations / Church Kingdom / Ekklesia 

How do I/we manifest our 
King’s sovereignty and 
divinity? 



Traditions  
of men 

(Church history) 

Commandments  
of God 

(Kingdom age) 

Mark 7:1-13 



Nation building programmes begin 
with the authorities commision to 

build a residency which reflects his 
divinity and sovereignty. 

 
Frederick Tobun 

 
 



POWER OF WILL RESIDENCY DYNASTY 

Characteristics of Authority 



What does the bible have to say about residencies? 

Build by command 
 
The father has 
commissioned  
the son. 
 
• Hear the call. 
• Obey the 

command. 
• Receive the 

commendation. 
 
 
 

Build by wisdom 
 
The Lord subcontracts 
men to colabour with 
him. 
 
• Proverbs 2:6 
• Exodus 24-40 
• 1st Chronicles 28-

29 
• 2nd Chronicles 1-7 
• Ephesians 2:20-22, 

4:9-16 

Build by design 
 
Failing to plan is planning 
to fail. 
 
Proverbs 24.3 
Exodus 25:9/40 
1st Chronicles 28-11,12,19 
Hebrews 8:5, 9:23 
Ezekiel 43:10 
 
 
 
 



Tabernacle of Moses 

Origin: Hebrew: Miskan; A tent, place of 
dwelling or sanctuary. 
 
History: A mobile structure setup during the 
period of Israel’s exodus. 
 
The tabernacle consisted of the Holy of 
holies, holy place and outer court.  
 
Power structure: The tabernacle was 
occupied by the Godhead and governed by 
Moses and the Levitical priesthood. 
 
Application: National assembly 
The nation assembled outside in order to 
observe religious festivals. 



Tabernacle of David 

Origin: Hebrew: Ohel; A tent, place of dwelling 
or sanctuary. 
 
History: A mobile structure setup during the 
reign of King David to house the ark of the 
covenant in Jerusalem on mount Zion. 
 
The tabernacle consisted of a simple tent 
housing the ark of the covenant..  
 
Power structure: The tabernacle was 
occupied by the Godhead and governed by 
David who ordained particular priests and 
Levites. 
 
Application: National assembly 
 
The nation still assembled at Gibeon to Moses 
tabernacle. It was replaced by the temple 
during the reign of Solomon. 
 



Temple of Solomon 

Origin: Hebrew; Bet HaMikdash means the Holy 
Temple 
 
History: A fixed structure built by King Solomon. 
The temple consisted of the Holy of holies, holy 
place, porch, chambers and outer courts. The 
temple was built on the temple mount in 
Jerusalem 
 
Power structure: The temple was occupied by 
the Godhead and governed by Kings and the 
Levitical priesthood. 
 
Application: National assembly 
 
The nation assembled to observe religious 
festivals. Israelites could only assemble in the 
outer or greater court of the temple. 
 
 
 



Synagogue 

Origin: Greek: Synageun: to bring together" 
Hebrew: bet-k'neset "house of assembly" 
Hebrew: beit tefilah "house of prayer" 
Yiddish: shul "place of study" 
 
History: Synagogues were known to have 
existed in Palestine, Babylon and elsewhere. 
Read Psalm 74:1–9 
 
Power structure: Unlike the tabernacle and 
the temple synagogues were managed and 
run by the people who nominated elders to 
oversee its governance. 
 
Application: Regional assembly 
Synagogues were open to all, both believing 
and unbelieving as long as rituals and 
customs were respected and observed. 
 



Ekklesia 

Origins: Greek: ekklesia "called-out“ 
translated congregation or assembly. 
 
History: The ekklesia was the principal 
assembly of the democracy of ancient Athens 
during its Golden Age (480–404 BCE). 
 
In ancient Greece an ekklesiasterion was a 
building specifically built for the purpose of 
holding the meetings of the ecclesia. 
 
Power structure: In an ekklesia citizens were 
responsible for nominating and electing 
magistrates, generals, officials and the 
council. 
 
Application: Regional assembly 



The Hebrew or Greek way of assembling 
Having covered the biblical history of residencies we can now look at the way the nation assembled. 

The hebrew way of assembling 
 
The Hebrew word for assembly is Qahal or kahal. 
The term is used 123 times in the Old Testament. 
The words communicated a theocratic organizational 
structure in ancient Israelite society.  
 
Qahal meant: 
● to summon, assemble or congregate. 
● to call together to listen to or act on behalf of 

God. 
● to leave their tents and assemble together. 

 
Ref: Deuteronomy 18:16, Judges: 20:2, 1st Kings 8:14, 
1st Chronicles 29:20, Psalms 40:9, 107:32 

The greek way of assembling 
 
The greek word for assembly is Ekklesia. 
The term is used 114 times in the New Testament 
The word communicated an assembly of citizens 
convening to make decisions about public matters on 
behalf of the state. 
 
Ekklesia meant: 
 
● to assemble or congregate as free citizens. 
● to call together to listen or act on behalf of the state. 
● to leave their homes and assemble together. 

 
Ref: Acts:19:32,39,41, Col. 4:16, 1 Thess. 1:1 
 

When we compare the Hebrew and Greek way of assembling we find that in essence they are the same.  
The only difference being who they gather for? The decisions they make and how these decisions are implemented? This 
explains why translators used the term assembly and congregation interchangeably throughout the Old and New 
Testament. 



Residency Origins History Power structure Application 

Tabernacle Sanctuary Mobile structure during the exodus 
and occupation of Canaan. 

Godhead, Moses, 
Levitical priesthood 

The nation assembled 
during fixed festivals and 
seasons 

Tabernacle of 
David 

Sanctuary Mobile structure setup during the 
reign of King David to house the 
ark of the covenant in Jerusalem. 

Godhead, David, 
Levitical priesthood 

Nation gathered to 
worship during the arks 
arrival in Jerusalem. 

Temple Holy Temple Fixed structure which stood on the 
temple mount in Jerusalem. 

Godhead, Prophet, 
priests and kings 

The nation assembled 
during fixed festivals and 
seasons 

Synagogue Assembly Arose during the Babylon exile. Governed by appointed 
elders 

Citizens assembled 
locally/regionally 
regularly. 

Ekklesia Assembly Arose in Greek democratic 
societies. 

Governed by 
magistrates, generals 
and officials appointed 
by citizens 

Citizens assembled 
locally/regionally to 
make corporate decisions 



Ekklesia 
The ekklesia is 
represented by the small 
blue box in the top center 
of the image.  
 
There were three distinct 
bodies that made up 
Athenian government:  
 
The ekklesia, responsible 
for writing laws and creating 
foreign policy;  
 
The boule, a council of 
representatives selected by 
lot from the ekklesia;.  
 
The dikasteria, an open 
court in which citizens 
argued cases before a jury 
also selected by lot from 
the ekklesia.  



The UK Parliament: An example of a ruling house  
Monarchy: Queen is the head – Mandate decreed at the opening of parliament 



The Ekklesia Parliament  
Monarchy: King is the head – Mandate: Isaiah 9:6-7, Matthew 16:18 



Gather or assemble? 
What’s the 
difference? 
 
Considering what you have 
learnt from today’s session 
about the OT residencies of 
God and the NT description of 
the Ekklesia does the current 
church assemble in the same 
way? 
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Stay connected 



Stay connected 


