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The dawning of the DAY OF THE SAINTS… 
 

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, and some 

pastors and teachers, for the equipping of 
the saints for the work of ministry, for the 

edifying of the body of Christ 
  

Ephesians 4:11-12 



What will we be 

discussing in  

this session... 

1. The biblical and historical 
definition of ekklesia 
 

2. How ‘church’ became a 
dominant word in religion 
 

3. Understand where we are 
now 
 

4. How to LEAVE CHURCH 
and BECOME EKKLESIA 

 
 

 



My journey... 
 
● Raised in a typical Baptist church environment. 

 
● Saved in a Pentecostal church in February 1973. 

 
● Served in many capacities in the ‘church’ as we 

know it. 
 

● Founded a ministry work in May 1992 
 

● ...and then in 2006 something happened 
 
 
 
 
 



7 facts we should understand first. 
 
 
 
 

1. The English word ‘church’ as we 
know it, did not exist in the first 
century 
 

2. Ekklesia was purposely 
mistranslated as church by the 
direction of King James 
 

3. Ekklesia and church (kuriakos) 
has different meanings and 
histories (1st Corinthians 11:20; 
Revelation 1:10) 

4. Ekklesia continues God’s original 
intent for man 
 

5. Jesus gave the keys of the 
Kingdom to His ekklesia – not 
the church 
 

6. Only the ekklesia has the 
authority to bind and loose 
 

7. Only believers in the Lord’s 
ekklesia can represent the 
Kingdom of Heaven 

 



We are in a time of transition. 
 
 
 
 

From  
...what we have, and have known 
  
To  
...what was intended from the beginning 
 
Those who embrace the changes are moving at a 
speed faster than those who don’t embrace them can 
comprehend 
 



Transition is fueled by fresh revelation... 
 
 
 
 

1. It prompts a desire to enter what 
should be, and the strength to 
leave what is 
 

2. It challenges religious comfort 
zones by making us rethink 
current systems 
 

3. It is a target to keep us focused 
in transition 

 

4. It makes us a target to those 
defending the status quo 
 

5. It often produces conflict 
between tradition and those with 
a vested interest in the current 
system 
  

6. What we consider ‘fresh 
revelation’ is the unveiling of 
God’s already established will 
being made known to this 
generation (Ephesians 3:3-5) 

 



To understand  

why ekklesia and 

church are not the 

same, you must 

first understand... 

1. What was God’s original 
intent? 
 

2. What is ekklesia, and why is it 
important to God’s original 
intent? 
 

3. Why ekklesia was changed to 
church? 
 

4. The impact the ‘church’ 
identity has had on the Body of 
Christ 

 
 

 



Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth. 
 
Genesis 1:28 ...and God said unto 
them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 
replenish the earth, and subdue it: 
and have dominion...  
 
Man was created to be God’s vice-
regents representing heavens 
interest in the earth 
 
 
 

 
 

What was God’s 

original intent? 



What is ekklesia, 

and why is it 

important to God’s 

original intent? 

Generally from ek/out from + kaleo/call.  
 
Matthew 16:18 ...upon this rock I will 
build my [ekklesia]; and the gates of 
[hades] shall not prevail against it. 
 
The historical context of ekklesia reveals 
more. In the first century ekklesia was 
known as a ruling council that dealt with 
civil affairs within a Roman jurisdiction   
 
This historical model of ekklesia reveals 
the restoration of God’s original intent to 
have a people representing heavens 
interest in the earth 
 
 
 



“The old ecclesiastical words to be kept; 
as the word church, not to be translated 
congregation” 
 
For King James, ekklesia meant the 
potential diluting of his absolute authority 
 
At the Hampton Court Conference in 1604 
he is reported to have said, “No Bishops – 
No King” 
 
The mistranslation of ekklesia to church 
was for political reasons – it was not 
divinely inspired 
 
Jesus never said He would build a ‘church’ 
 
 

Why was  

the ekklesia  

changed to  

church? 



What impact  

has ‘church’  

had on the  

Body of Christ? 

1. A change of identity 
 

2. It creates spectators who depend 
on a hierarchical class of leaders for 
spiritual nourishment 
 

3. It fosters division through doctrinal 
sectarianism 
 

4. Maturity is measured by ability to 
successfully navigate in the system 
 

5. Jesus Christ, The Kingdom, the bible 
are mere topics to discuss than a 
reality to live 

 
 
 



How do we ‘LEAVE CHURCH’ 
to ‘BECOME EKKLESIA’? 
 
1. Make an effort to adjust your language (ministry, 

fellowship, gathering, assemble) 
 

2. Learn all the facts. Get your questions answered 
. 

3. Avoid emotional decisions 
 

4. Don’t be critical of individuals or groups who 
don’t see what you are seeing 

 
 
 
 
 



How do we ‘LEAVE CHURCH’ 
to ‘BECOME EKKLESIA’? 
 
5. Seek out and gather with other believers 

 
6. Don’t invite others to join you in order to 

validate your decisions 
  

7. Pray – seek the direction of the Lord 
 
For further resources visit 
https://www.theekklesiacenter.org/ 
 
 
 
 

https://www.theekklesiacenter.org/


Session information 
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Session information 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-wkoxl7nrg
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